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By Elizabeth Usovicz

Last April, I led a Vocational Training Team (VTT) to Malawi. The
global grant project of the Rotary clubs of Limbe (Malawi) and Kansas
City-Plaza (Missouri, USA) installed solar lighting in schools and
trained primary school teachers in an after-school program designed to
empower children, especially girls, to stay in school.
As in many countries, girls in Malawi face several challenge along their
path to an education, including early marriage, teen pregnancy and
HIV/AIDS. Malawi is called “The Warm Heart of Africa,” and with an
average annual income of about $255 per capita, tenacity is more than
an admirable trait. It’s a survival skill. Here are some of the traits,
conditions and needs affecting the girls of Malawi in their quest for an
education.
Multitasking: Village girls learn how to multitask from their mothers,
walking barefoot several times a day from the village water pump with
70-pound buckets of potable water on their heads, babies on their
backs, and another child or two by the hand. I saw village girls
supervising younger siblings while pounding maize, herding goats, and
trying to get homework done. These girls exhibited a tenacity that
humbled me.
Tradition: According to a United Nations Development Program
background paper on Malawi, 47 percent of girls finish standard 8 – the
equivalent of the 8th grade. Family influences, the tradition of early
marriage and teen pregnancy can easily discourage a girl’s plans for the
future. A girl who intends to go to secondary school and then to college
or university must have strong, quiet determination, as well as
encouragement.
Role Models: I met dozens of girls who told me they aspired to become
businesswomen, doctors, nurses or accountants. Most had never had an
opportunity to meet women working in those professions. The village
girls who succeed in getting an education are the future role models for
other village girls.
My VTT experience has given me a global perspective on the value of
girls’ education. With tenacity and encouragement, it’s my hope that
the girls of Malawi will reach their aspirations.
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The Rotary Club of
Kona Sunrise meets
every Wednesday
7:00 am at Humpy’s
Restaurant (upstairs
above the ABC Store),
75-5815 Alii Drive,
Kailua Kona HI.
For additional
information contact Bev
Fraser at
936-9965

Joining us this week is Jodi
Brisette, USO Pohakuloa Center
Manager, along with Juliette
Bucayu-Domingo, the Area
Director for USO Hawai’i.
Jodi was a guest of the club back in September
of 2016, and is going to update us on what has
been happening at the Center since then.
USO PTA center has a focus of serving the
military who are doing training on the Big
Island. Before USO PTA opened the hundreds
of service members training on PTA had no
where to go to connect them to family, home
and country. Now, USO PTA provides them
beverages, snacks, much needed WiFi
connection, and a comfortable place to relax.
Welcome Jodi and Juliette!

Club News
Next Wednesday, THE MEETING WILL BE DARK, so that
club members can assist with Meet N Eat at the Kealakehe
Intermediate School. Please join us at 5:00 to help set up,
then serve, individuals and families in the area. If you have
questions, please see Mike Fraser.

The District Conference takes place this weekend in Maui. A
few of our club members will be attending, including
President Dennis. This conference is sure to be a great
opportunity to meet and greet with fellow Rotarians from
around the District, and to celebrate the incredible year of our
District Governor.
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Kalika Kastein, the young lady who we endorsed as a Peace
Scholar applicant, has officially been accepted into Japan
Christian University. Kalika will be our guest speaker on June
7th, so please be sure to attend that meeting!
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It’s not too late to register for the Rotary International
Convention to be held in Atlanta. The focus of the convention
will be the 100 year celebration of The Rotary Foundation,
and one of the guest speakers will be Bill Gates. The
convention takes place June 10 - 14 - for more information:
http://www.riconvention.org/en
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In 2018, the convention will take place in Toronto, Canada
from June 23 -27th.

